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or reward, have over the course of their lives 
strived to provide a safe and healthy and im-
proving community for their three sons and 
many neighbors and friends. Truth be told, it 
is hard to distinguish where the efforts of one 
of these individuals ends and the other begins. 
They are emblematic of so many other Ameri-
cans across this country. 

August 9, 2003, will mark the occasion of 
the 60th birthday of Rick Merri. Rick and Pau-
lette have done a remarkable job in success-
fully raising three sons, who now are each 
making their own way and mark on our coun-
try. It is fitting and appropriate that we wish 
Rick Merri the very best wishes on the occa-
sion of his 60th birthday. Happy birthday, my 
friend.
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the 75th an-
niversary of the parish of St. Mary Magdalen 
in Hazel Park, Michigan. The history of St. 
Mary Magdalen is one that reflects a deep 
dedication of the community at large and its 
parishioners. Volunteers worked for decades 
to create not only a place of worship, but an 
institution. 

In 1928, the Catholic Church established a 
new parish in the growing community of Hazel 
Park. The first Mass of St. Mary Magdalen 
Church was held in the Odd Fellows Hall on 
Christmas Day of that year. Less than one 
year later, on Easter in 1929, St. Mary Mag-
dalen Parish occupied their first new building. 

In 1932, the Sisters of Christian Charity ar-
rived from Wilmette, Illinois. They worked hard 
to ready themselves for the first school class-
es to start in September of that year. Their 
first school buildings were purchased from the 
Clawson Board of Education, dismantled and 
reassembled in Hazel Park by men from the 
community donating their time. 

The Parish continued to grow, the first hall 
was built in 1933 using second-hand and recy-
cled lumber. In 1958 the present church was 
completed, followed three years later by the 
convent. The next decades saw the establish-
ment of a number of important traditions in the 
church. The first Fall Festival, now an annual 
event, was held in September 1971. 

Surely, since its establishment 75 years 
ago, St. Mary Magdalen Parish has continued 
to grow, flourish and serve the community of 
Hazel Park. It is indeed my great honor today 
to recognize those who have made it all pos-
sible.
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Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Michigan Agri-Business Asso-

ciation on the august occasion of its 100th 
year of service to agricultural producers in 
Michigan. 

On June 25th, 1903, in the gymnasium of 
the Y.M.C.A. building in Battle Creek, Michi-
gan, the Michigan grain dealers met to orga-
nize the Michigan Grain Dealers Association. 
This was the first step on the Association’s 
journey to becoming the industry-wide Michi-
gan Agri-Business Association which today is 
indispensable to Michigan agricultural busi-
nesses. 

Along the way, as the Grain Dealers Asso-
ciation added to its membership, it changed its 
name to indicate that hay producers and deal-
ers, animal feed manufacturers and dealers, 
and fertilizer, ammonia and seed businesses 
had all come on board. It became the Michi-
gan Agri-Business Association on June 11, 
1990. 

Today, the Association provides educational 
programs and member services to its indi-
vidual members. Its public relations and legis-
lative efforts include a newsletter to all mem-
bers, trade shows, educational programs and 
up-to-date information and advice on all state 
and federal legislation that affects agriculture 
in Michigan. 

Agriculture is a multi-billion dollar business 
in Michigan. Agricultural producers and deal-
ers in Michigan are some of the most ad-
vanced in the country, because they know that 
efficient and effective use of natural resources 
and technological tools are how to provide a 
better product and a better industry. 

Mr. Speaker and my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives, I invite you all to 
join me in applauding the Michigan Agri-Busi-
ness Association and all its members in com-
memoration of the Association’s 100th anni-
versary.
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, today I 
am introducing a bill that would help prevent 
needless death and injury of young children. 
My bill would require that infant and toddler 
products are tested before they reach the mar-
ketplace. This bill is long overdue. 

Many consumers believe that, because a 
product is on a shelf, it is safe. This is not al-
ways true. In most cases, manufacturers are 
not even required to test the safety of chil-
dren’s products, including baby carriers and 
high chairs, before putting them on the mar-
ket. As a consequence, according to the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), 
an average of 65 children under the age of 
five die each year in incidences associated 
with nursery products. Furthermore, an esti-
mated 69,500 children under the age of five 
were treated in U.S. hospital rooms in 2001 
for injuries associated with nursery products. 

Unfortunately, issuing a voluntary recall 
once one or more children have been hurt 
often becomes the only way to know if a prod-
uct is unsafe. This is unacceptable. Parents 
and caregivers must have assurance that 
when they buy a product, it will be safe. 
Therefore, this bill would not only require the 

CPSC to issue mandatory safety standards for 
infant and toddler products, but it would re-
quire the testing and certification of these 
products by an independent third party. 

Parents should not have to worry that the 
products they buy will threaten their children’s 
health and safety. Nor should parents have to 
wait until they hear on the news that the car-
rier or crib or high chair that they use has 
been recalled before they become aware that 
their child could be in danger. Children’s prod-
ucts were recalled, on average, nearly two 
times per week in 2002 and they accounted 
for over 11 million individual units. Instead of 
using recalls as the answer, we should require 
that the CPSC take steps to ensure that prod-
ucts do not present safety hazards to our chil-
dren. 

I would like to recognize and thank Kids In 
Danger, an organization in Chicago dedicated 
to protecting children, for their invaluable input 
and expertise on children’s product safety. It is 
past due that we give parents the security 
they deserve and children the safety they 
need. This bill will accomplish those goals.
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Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mitchell, Indiana, on the occasion of the 
150th anniversary of its founding. On Sep-
tember 29, 2003, the City of Mitchell will cele-
brate the establishment and naming of the 
town of Mitchel after Ormsby McKnight 
Mitchel. 

The origins of Mitchell, Indiana dates back 
to the beginnings of the Ohio and Mississippi 
Railroad. George Cochran, a merchant from 
Cincinnati, wanted a more direct route to ship 
his merchandise, having previously shipped 
goods via the Mississippi River. On Sep-
tember 29, 1853, Cochran purchased the land 
that would become Mitchell from local land-
owner, John Sheeks. Shortly thereafter, Coch-
ran contracted Ormsby McKnight Mitchel to 
survey a new route for a railroad to run 
through the land. As a part of the deal, Mitchel 
requested the new town be named after him. 
The second ‘‘l’’ in Mitchell would be added 
later due to a typographical error. 

Mitchell developed as a ‘‘railroad town.’’ 
Mitchell remained mostly agricultural until the 
early 1900s. There were several small manu-
facturing enterprises in town, but in 1902 Le-
high Portland Cement Company opened its 
first plant, changing the town from agricultural 
to industrial. Lehigh Portland Cement Com-
pany remains one of the area’s largest em-
ployers. Mitchell is also home to Dana Cor-
poration as well as Regal Beloit who are major 
employers in the community today. 

Mitchell is a place where a sense of small 
town charm can be felt through its historic 
buildings and shops in the downtown area. 
The town of Mitchell is known for its produc-
tion of cement, which has been used to build 
the historic downtown buildings and sidewalks 
where residents gather to share persimmon 
pie and cobbler with family and friends at the 
annual Persimmon Festival. In the early 
1990s, the downtown area of Mitchell was 
designated a Historic District. 
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